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AN OMAHA MINISTER'S VIEWS OF ZION. 


MONG the numerous visitors to Salt Lake City who have recently spent 

a short time investigating the Mormon” situation and taking notes of 

what they could see and hear, was Rev. W. EK. Copeland, of Omaha, who, we 

believe, addressed one of the Sabbath congregations here on the dectrines of 

Unitarianism. After his return he delivered a discourse on A Few Days 

with the Latter-day Saints,” which was published in the Omaha Bee, and 

must have startled some of his hearers and surprised a great reaper a 
“ Mormon” fanatics, 


It appears, from the gentleman's remarks, that he spent as much as a maths 
“in Zion,” and, to his surprise, learned that “credulity will not explain 
Mormonism,” for he found here men and women of unusual intelligenee 
who are now or have been Mormons.” He learned also that the beginning of 


this Church was a revival of primitive Christianity.” We copy — 

lives of self-denial; they literally started out without purse or scrip, depending on a. 
power outside of themselves for guidance and support; they were undoubtedly honest and. 
earnest, and in the early history of the church there was a spirituality and brotherly 
love unknown in the church; this attracted many persons of intelligence, and drew 
them away from the various sects. Then the Mormon Church is founded upon a literal 
of the Bible, and avoids the forced meanings given by sectarians to various. 
portions of the Scriptures; what was written in plain black and white was accepted, aad 
the most ignorant could understand the new religion. Mermons believe neither in a 
trinity nor endless misery; by their custom of baptism for the dead they propose to 
all ordinances, and then save even the heathen. They have steered clear of many of 
hardest dogmas which have been stumbling-blocks in the way of so many. And I must 
confess that the sermons which I heard in the Tabernacle were the most entirely comsist- 
ent Biblical Sermon that I ever. heard-——¢yery practice, even the plural marriage, was 
supported by numerous passages from the Soriptures, (and on Bible grounds it is im- 
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1 to disprove Mormonism, as many distinguished preachers have found out to 
their sorrow. I never saw a people who had a more abiding: ‘faith in God and in His 
guidance and protection. Indeed, that journey over the plains under the guidance of 
Brigham Young was the most remarkable instance in history of a complete trust in God. 
Not the sojourn in the wilderness of the children of Israel, or the Hegira of the Moham- 
medans, evidenced aucb entire confidence. A great army of men, women and children, 
starting out on a journey of over one thousand miles, through 4 trackless wilderness, to 
seek a home in an unknown country, with scant provisions fur their journey, death fre- 
quent, suffering constant, and yet with no longing for flesh-pots of 2 — pressing 
forward to the end. All the early history of the Church abounds n sinfilar: ex es. 
Almost any of the early settlers will tell you instance after — 2 divine interposi- 
tion in their behalf. 

„The result is equally wonderful with the Hegira. Salt Lake Valley is a great garden; 
Zion a charming city. The Saints have prospered; plenty and comfort is on every 
hand. Pleasant homes, orchards and gardens; Temples and elegant residences, are to 

-be seen everywhere. Whatever of wretchedness and misery is concealed in those homes, 
and there is doubtless much, is not to be seen on the outside. Mormonism is pleasant to 
look upon. All the external evidences of prosperity abound, so far as the stranger can 
detect. There is less of vice and crime and poverty than in other communities of a 
sinsilar size. To all this the Mormons point and say, ‘ Verily, God has blessed us. 

Mr. Copeland next indulges in some reflections on the Priesthood, in which 
he says: “If everything be not done decently it is done in order,” but, repeat- 
ing what some of those “ apostates” told him, no doubt, of whom he says he 
“saw the most while in Zion,” “the people have absolutely no mind of their 
own; men and women there are but puppets in the hands of the priests.” 
‘And be thinks this must be so because “A theocracy overtops all govern- 
ments. God's will must be superior to man’s will.“ Mr. Copeland did not go 
‘far enough in his investigations, or he would have found that the democratic 
‘principle is incorporated in the“ Mormon” system of church government, und 
that all things” therein must “ be done by common consent,” the will of the 
people being as essential an element in this perfect system us the voies of 
Deity. And he would have found that the people have very much “2 mind 
‘Of their own,” and that it is not always to their advantuge, because sometimes 
it is not harmonious with Vor Dei. But, notwithstanding his remarks on 
‘this subject, he says: 

* “The Saints are for the most part satisfied; this much is sure, the emigrants taken 
eharge of by the Mormons are better off than they ever were before. They have more 
freedom and far more comfort than they ever dreamed of.” 

Concerning the two opposing elements in Utah society he sentence: 

“I do not much ‘wonder that the Mormons hate the Gentiles. They have labored 
‘hard and long to turn a wilderness into a garden. They have come thousands of miles to 
vpstablish what they believe a true church and a true government, and now the Gentiles 
“@hreaten to take away their inheritance, and do so far as possible seize upon the govern- 

ment. Ou the whole, I think the Mormens bear with exemplary patience the sbuse 
“heaped upon them, and the attempts made to overthrow _ church, for the bee and 
3 government are all the xame.” 


“Phe stine should go on the other foot. The “ Mormons” do not “ hate the 
a : Gentiles,” They do not interfere with them in any way. Their attitude is 
3  eontinually one of defense, not of attack, and this may be inferred from the 


gentlemau's own subsequent remarks in the foregoing. paragraph: Con- 
etinuing, he states as an admitted fact that the Mormous in the past have 
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committed atrécious murders,” but says “the Jews did the same in Old 
Testament times, and Christians teach the children in the Sunday school 
that they did right.“ Here again he bas credited reports instead of relatiug 
~ what he saw and learned for himself, and is consequently mistaken If any 
‘atrocious murders have been committed in this Territory; they are not 
rightly chargeable to the “ Mormons” as a community, for their creed is most 
uncompromisingly opposed to murder and kindred crimes. It is unjust amd 
unwise to charge the acts of any individual upon the community or society of 
which he may be a member, especially when those acts are contrary to. the 
teachings and obligations of that community or society. | 

But Mr. Copeland talks very reasonably when he treats. upon questions 
from his own standpoint, and is not swayed by things that have been im- 


posed upon him. He does not believe in any of the methods proposed for 
the solution of the “Mormon problem:? 


“ Persecution only drives them together and-strengthens the power of the priesthood. 

Brute force may avail, but with what shadow ef authority can brute force be used? The 
Mormon system, civil government and all, is a religion, just as much as Romanism, or 
Methodism, or Unitarianism, and if the United States have the right to destroy the 
‘Mormons, they have the right to destroy Presbyterianism and Romanism. If Mermon- 
ism is obnoxions to the people of the United States, and can be destroyed, by and by 
Romanuism or Protestantism may be equally Obnoxious; and may be déstroyed, which 
forever puts an end to religious liberty. Better Mormonism, were the evils « thousand 
fold more than they are, than the loss of religious liberty. Nor can the various churches 
established among the Mormons avail anything to destroy the power of the priesthood, 
for these churches profess to be founded on the same book on which Mormonism is 
founded; for it is not the Book of Mormon, but the holy Bible which is the foundation 
stone on which Mormonism rests. But few are led out of Mormonism into the sectarian 
‘churches. When a Mormon apostatizes, he is through with Bible religion altogether.” 


The gentleman thinks that education, commerce, the impatience of priestly 

‘dictation which wealth will bring, and a liberal religion not ‘confining itself 
to tae Hebrew Bible, are the agents destined to settle the “Mormon” ques. 
tion. He concludes his discourse in the following words: : 


_ Mormonism, to my mind, is of great value to the religious world. It shows the 
growth and genesis of a religion; shows us just how Christianity may have started and 
grown; it repeats the history of the first century in the Christian era, -so that the world 
has an object lesson to which it cannot close its eyes. And Mormonism further shows in 
its completeness a truly Biblical church. With no doubts, with no concealments, with 
no twisting and turning, Mormonism takes the Bible literally, as it must be taken if it 
is a revelation, and makes its religious system according to the plain teachings of the 

Mormonism shows to the world just what a church founded on the Bible must 
become if left to itself and not checked and changed by external influence. Here in 
‘Zion is u theocracy such as the Bible teaches, such as all churches would become whith 
‘are founded on the Bible, were they relieved from external influence. Other churclies 
‘mre modified theocracies, the Church of the Latter-day Saints the genuine thing. We 
Rave fonnd it out of joint with the times; it is an aparchism, and we are driven. to the 
r belongs to another age. We are com fo 

n to the voice of God, and more or less dae our dependence on, the, Hebrew 

re.” 
The candid admissions contained in the ‘foregoing, and the kind and 
rational manner in which Mr. Copeland has handled his subject, show that 
jhe has vo desire to misrepresent anything connected. with it, He would find 
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it worth his while to thoroughly examine the doctrines of Mormonism” and 
its elaims to divine origin, and he would learn that while it is in close con- 
formity to the ancient Gospel and plan of salvation, and therefore bears 
Precise resemblance to the Biblical Church in organization, principles, power 
and spirit, it is the voice of God in latter times that has established it, and 
that guides, directs and animates it in the present. It is that upon whick 
the Latter-day Saints depend instead of on ancient Scripture, and it is that 
to which they bow, and not to the edicts or dictates of man. We commend 
Mr. Copeland for his impartiality and fairness in the discussion of a subject 
that is usually treated ed e manner by professed ministers of 


religion.— Deseret News. 


REPLY TO A SCOFFER AT MORMONISM. 
— 

A local Brother of the Liverpool Branch has a sister living in Canada, who 
some time since sent him an invitation to come there to live. He replied by 
letter to her that if he emigrated to America, it would be to settle in Utah. 

She took that as an intimation that he had joined the “Mormons,” and 
wrote tauntingly about that people and his connection with them. We have- 
been favored with a perusal of his reply, and have been permitted to make 
the following extract from it: 

“ Dear Sister, you indulge in a little chaff about the ‘Mormons,’ and ask 
if I am going into baby-farming.’ All I can say is, I have had more or less 
to do with religious sects since I was a boy, and I can assure you if there is 
any light or truth in religion, these people have it. And I am not ashamed 
to confess—indeed I am proud to affirm my belief. in a faith that accepts the 
whole of the Scriptures as they read and lives by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God. As for baby farming,’ if I was in that country 
where my children's bread would be sure, and they would be safe from the 
evils that afflict society, and almost make life unbearable in old Babylon, 
I should not care if I had fifty ; for I believe my heart is large enough for 
them all, and there is no love that is purer and healthier in its influence than 
the love of a father for his offspring; indeed, it in some degree resembles that 
of our Heavenly Father for us. I cannot say that I am prepared yet to keep 
the whole of the covenants of Abraham so as to secure all the blessings 
promised to him ; nor do I believe that my seed will be as numerous as the 
stars of the nt; but if it were necessary for me to live as did such 
worthy men of God in past ages to save my soul from death, I think I would 
not shrink from trying it. Doubtless you imagine, as many others do, that 

the religion of the Latter-day Saints consists of marrying many wives and. 
raising hosts of children. Such is not the case. While some of that people 
“emulate the example of the ancient patriarchs in their domestic 22 

‘that does not constitute the whole of their religion, nor a tithe of it. Their 
religion enters into all the affairs of life ; it embraces all truth, and affor 

‘a perfect rule by which to secure happiness here and eternal life and increase: 
hereafter.. I know that it is more in accordance with the spirit of the age and. 

the practice of the world for a man to marry but one woman, though he may 


/ 
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Jnow many; to shirk the responsibilities of legitimate paternity, while he 
corrupts the fountain and well spring of life by an adulterous intercourse. 
On the other hand, the Latter-day Saints are conscientiously and honorably _ 
carrying out the first great command of God to man: Be fruitful and 
multiply and replenish the earth; and after all the sneers and misrepre- 
sentations of a sensual and hypocritical world, I believe the time is not far 
off when men must judge the tree by its fruits, whether they be good or evil. 
They will look at the peace, honesty, prosperity, temperance and morality 
of the people of Utah, where every daughter of Eve has the opportunity of 
becoming an honored wife and mother, and of so fulfilling legitimately the 
purposes of her creation. Then they will compare that state of things 
with the strife, infidelity, want, misery and vice that burdens and afflicts 
the suciety of modern Christendom, where thousands of females are com- 
pelled to live lives of solitary misery, denied the privilege of honorably. 
fulfilling the rights and objects of their being, doomed to die and have their 
generation cut off from the face of the earth like an ear of blasted corn; 
and where tens of thousands of others are by necessity, inclination or mis- 
fortune driven to a life of infamy and shame, which means temporal and 
spiritual ruin, I am rather inclined to think the old system as revived by the 
‘Mormons,’ will stand the test of time, and that there is planted in the 
valleys of the Rocky Mountains a people whose unity, purity and strength 
will be an example and object of envy to the nations of the world.” 


A DEFENSE OF THE “MORMONS.” 
— 

Tue Boston Post, unlike most newspapers, has had honesty and independence 
enough to criticise and denounce in rather severe terms of late The Crusade 
Against the Mormons.” For doing this it has been called to account by a 
certain Miss Alice Stone Blackwell, who paid a visit to Salt Lake City a few 
months since, and while there was stuffed by a numoer of unscrupulous.anti- 
“Mormon” females with a lot of absurd hobgoblin stories about the 
“Mormons,” for her to retail out to the readers of the Woman's Journal. 
Any schoolboy in the country could have proved to her the fallacy of the 
stories imposed upon her, had she sought for information from any others 
but her rabid informants, but she swallowed with credulity all they said, and 
made herself their willing tool by publishing their slandera The Boston 
Post humors Miss Blackwell by publishing her letter addressed to it, and 
then reviews it as follows: 

The two conflicting opinions cannot both be true, we eee 
that Gentiles who have lived with the Mormons for months at a time, and have gone 
there as impartial observers to study that interesting community, ought to be able to 
arrive at as correct conclusions as those who have lived among them, yet apart from them 
for years, hating them, believing and nursing every story about them that is bad, and 
snapping their fingers at all testimony in their favor. Some of these who believe only 
evil against the Mormons are undoubtedly ‘Gentiles of the highest character and 
‘unquestioned integrity,’ whose statements are ‘corroborated by all the converts from 
Mormonism.” The testimony of ‘converts’ is treacherous. In that general classification 
is included a large apostate class who left the Mormons because they had to, and who 
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are the loudest and most importunate of all witnesses. Yet they pass among the sur- 
rounding Geutiles for pure currency, and their stories are eagerly: taken at their face, 
value. According to these, says Miss Blackwell, the Mormens ‘hate the Gentiles quite , 
as much as the Gentiles hate them.’ Why shouldn’t they? They have, the best of 
reasons for hating them. The whole influence and attitude of the Gentiles have invited 
only hatred and suspicion.’ They have committed frightfal crimes in the past under thb 
influence of religious fanaticism, and stand ready to commit them again when occasion® 
serves. This means the Mountain Meadow massacre, we suppose, an outrage for which 
no responsiblity could be traced to the Mormon authorities. It was the work of rough’ 
men, peculiar to all new and large communities, made vengeful, suspiciousand desperate, 
by the persecutions they had undergone, by the killing of their prophet and by a series 
of outrages for which this was the horrible retaliation. . That the Mormons as 4 people, 
or that any considerable portion of them stand ready to commit frightful crimes again 
when opportunity offers, is an assumption based upon the rule of contraries. The tenor’ 
of their lives justifies rather a totally opposite inference. A presumption of violence on 
the part of the Gentiles. would be much more rational. While Miss Blackwell admits: 
that only two polygamous marriages were recorded in 1882, she declares that more were 
entered into ‘than in any other year since the Territory was settled.’ It seems to us that. 
this is a rash statement, for she says: As they are performed before Mormon witnesses 
it is very hard to prove them if the parties are reasonably cautious afterward.’ She has 
xiveti the Mormons credit for being tolerably discreet, so we doubt if she or any other 
Gentile would be able to prove a single one of these multitude of marriages that is 
charged. Common rumor is the basis of the statement, and commoh rumor, where 
relations between two classes are so antagonistic, i is more than likely to be a common liar. 
The right or wrong of this problem must be settled by testimony, and it is only recently. 
that any attempt has been made to give the defendants a chance. The Mormons left. 
their persecutors the gardens of the continent, and went by themselves to conquer the 
desert. They succeeded, and their old enemies have pursued them with slanders anda 
great many vices that the Mormons had left behind. With polygamy eliminated, we 
believe the Mormons deserve all praise and encouragement, and sufficient evidence in 
rebuttal has not yvt been adduced to destroy the weight of testimony that that evil will 
vanish sooner by natural processes than in response to violent measures.” je 


UTAH NEWS. 
— 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 


Elder Joseph H. Felt has been sent un a mission to the Indian Territory. | 

Elder Wm. M. Bromley, of has been of 
Ametican Fork. 

A break has occurred in the Salt Lake and Sarde Canal; wear the peine 
where the D. & R. G. Railway crosses it at the Point of the Mountain. 

The City Council of Salt Lake City, have voted an appropriation of $2,500 
1. 5 the corporation treasury to the family of the late City * 4 Andrew 

J. G. Griffiths has raised 20,000 pounds of sweet potatoes near the 8 
of ‘Ogden this year some single which 
at pounds. 

John J. Duke, of Salt Lale City, has ee a way of making artificial 
marble in any color desired. It can be moulded in any dag. aad. is said to 
be saperior in some the guocine 


* 
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Frank Crandall, of Springville, while trying to board a train on the D. & 
R. G. Railway in Spanish Fork Canyon, was crushed between the cars, and 
has since died from his injuries. 


A Primary Fair has been held in Salt Lake City, at which were exhibited 
various. articles the result of the skill of the children who compose the 
Primary Associations of Salt Lake Stake. It was said to be a very creditable 
affair. 

Bishop Charles Rabison, of Montpelier, Bear, Lake Valley, has for several 
months past been on a mission to the Southern States. News has just 
reached us that he has died there, but from what cause we have not yet 
learned. 

A woman named 4 Johanna Katrina Jensen, of the Sugar House Ward, 
accidentally overturned a lamp, and, while trying to extinguish the flames 
which resulted from its breaking, her clothing caught fire and she was burned 
so badly that she died the next morning. She was a native of Denmark, and 
29 years of age. 33 

General W. T. Sherman has lately paid a visit to Salt Lake City, where he 
always receives a hearty welcome. He is one of the rare wen of this age who 
has the moral courage to express an honest opinion in favor of an oppressed 
and unpopular people, even when doing so will subject him to the abuse of 
influential bigots. . 


W. 8. Hanson, who carries on a dairy 1 near Collinstun Station, i in 
Box Elder County, has established such a reputation for good cheese that his 
products are now preferred throughout Utal to the imported brands, ui he 
has sold 40,000 pounds this season to home dealers at u higher price than 
they could get imported cheese for. 

An accident occurred to the train which en the last company * 
emigrants on reaching Plum Creek on the U. P. Railway. The way car was 
thrown off the track, and down an embankment, and the next cur to it, tilled 
with emigrants, jumped the track, but stopped there without any of the 
passengers being injured. A Providence was over them as usual. 


The latest railroading project of Utah is that of building a line from the 
Utah Central Depot along North Temple St. to the head of the street, thence 
up City Creek Canyon till a sufficient altitude is attained to turn and run 
down on the east side of the Canyon and mount the 18th Ward bench near 
Prospect Hill, from whieh point it will extend through the upper part of the 
city to Camp Douglas and Red Butte Canyon, and possibly on to Park City. 

The small-pox has broken out in Mesa City, Arizona, and caused con- 
sternation among the inhabitants. John Macdonald, a 12-year-old son of 
President A. F. Macdonald, died from it before the peeple knew what the 
nature of the disease was, and the result was. that.a great many persons were 
exposed to the contagion. No other deaths had occurred at last accounts, 
but quite a number were affected with the disease and were removed to the 
pest house, Elder S. F. Kimball was striken with the malady, but had faith 
that he could be healed by the administration of the ordinance. for the sick, 
— cma lay hands upon him he was instantly 

ealed. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1883. 


THE ARGUMENT OF BIGOTS. 


— 0 — 


A sHoRT time since we published and commented on a telegraphic dispatch 
from Georgia to the effect that two Mormon” Elders had been pelted with 
rotten eggs and chased with blood hounds for attempting to preach in that 
State. This was not the first outrage committed upon Elders in Georgia, for 
four years ago one of them was murdered there in cold blood; some time 
afterwards one was subjected to a castigation with hickory withes, and only 
a few months since another was cruelly beaten and shot at, and all for the 
same offense—peaceably propagating what they believed to be the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Nor are the people of that State yet satisfied with the cata- 
logue of outrages already charged to them, if the following extract from a 
late issue of a newspaper published there may be taken as an expression 1 
the public sentiment: 

There are two men calling themselves Elders in the Mormon Church stopping in the 
western portion of our county. They hail from Utah, and their presence here bodes no 
good. To tolerate their nefarious preaching is a reflection on the intelligence of our 
people, and unless the law can be made to reach them, common decency demands that 
they be notified to go, and stand not upun the order of their going, but go at once.” | 
The insinuation herein conveyed about the preaching of the Elders being 
nefarious in its nature, reminds us of the charges brought at various times 
aguinst the Savior and His early Apostles. It was said of the Savior: “We 
found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to 
Ceesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King’ * He stirreth up the 
people, teaching throughout all Jewry.” It was said of certain of the 
‘Apostles: “These men being Jews do exceedingly trouble our city, and teach 
eustoms which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being 
Romans.” And again, “These that have turned the world upside down are 
come hither also; and these all do contrary to the decrees of Cesar, saying 
that there is another king, one Jesus.” It was also said of Paul: “ We have 
found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the 
Jews throughout all the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes; 
who also hath gone about to profane the temple.” 

The object in making those charges, as well as these later ones against the 
Saints, was to incite hatred and secure revenge without law where the law 
Suld not be made to subserve the end desired. When men advocate un- 
tawful measures for the suppression of anything where law prevails, it is a 
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tacit admission that it cannot be suppressed lawfully. When men appeal to 
violence and force to combat a system of religion, it is strong proof of their 
polemical weakness—that they are unable to cope with it by reasoning. 
Does it not seem strange thet in this age of boasted enlightenment and 
reason, and in the country claiming to be most advanced in civilization and 
liberal in matters of religion, men should find it necessary to resort to force, 
abuse and persecution in contending with such an unpopular creed and such 
an insignificant people, numerically, as the Latter-day Sainta represent? If 
the “intelligence” of the people among whom these Elders preach is so great 
as to be worth boasting of, surely it need not fear anything from their preach- 
ing, even if it is“ nefarious;” and if it can be proved nefarious and opposed 
to common decency,” it can be suppressed by law. Has it ever been thus 
proved? No; and the men who resort to the argument of bigots, and appeal 
to force in dealing with it, know very well that it cannot be, any more than 
those charges made against the Savior and His Apostles could be proved. 
When any man advocates force of arms or pains and penalties to prevent the 
spread of a religion, or to compel people to believe and worship as he does, 
he may be set down as a bigot. Such are invariably the arguments of bigots, 
When the bigots of old were unable to prove the charges against the Savior, 
they cried “ Crucify,him! Crucify him!” And wheg the bigots of this age 
find themselves unable to disprove the doctrines of the Latter-day Saints, or 
to prevent people from believing in them, they cry out for vengeance upon 
them, to the same intent as their prototypes of old did, though not exactly in 
the same language. 

Georgia is not alone in urging or administering this kind of argument. 
There are bigots in other parts as well, as the following dispatch which was 
published in the New York World of the 15th ult. will show: 

“‘ Brookville, Ind., Sept, 14th.—For several weeks past a pair of Mormon elders have 
been preaching in this county whenever they could secure the use of a church or school- 
house. They spent much time in the vicinity of the town of Laurel, and were given 
‘accommodations by Mr. D. W. Adams. They left there for other fields, and on Monday 
last Mise Annie, an eighteen-year-old daughter of Mr. Adams,, disappeared from home. 
Search was instituted, and she was found concealed in a house at Cedar Grove where the 
eldera were visiting. She had been converted and baptized into the Church of Jesus 
Christ’ by one of the elders, and had been in hiding several days before she was discovered 
by her parents. It was with the utmost difficulty she was persuaded to return home, as 
she was thoroughly convinced that the ‘Church of Jesus Christ’ was the only true faith, 
and she wished to go to Utah. | 

„Last night the elders were found at the house of Mr. Ellison, in the Hills, a few 
miles from Laurel. There, about midnight, they received calls from about 150 able- 
bodied brutes, who escorted them to the woods and made them strip and submit to a 
coating of tar and feathers. They were 
leave the county speedily.” 

We find some additional particulars of this outrage in a late issue of the 
Deseret News, from which we learn that the brethren who suffered this 
indignity were Elders S. R Marks and D. F. Davis, both young men of our 
acquaintance, and whom we know to be of irreproachable character. The 
young lady over whom the trouble ostensibly arose, after having been bap- 
tized, was abused by ber parents, who were opposed to her becoming a Mor- 
mon, and for that reason she left her home and walked twenty-four miles to 
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the house of an acquaintance, where she was staying at the time when the 
brethren were beset by the mob. 

Mr. Ellison, the man with whom they were stuying, was not a member 6 
the Clinrch, but he declared his willingness to defend them with his lite. H 
warned the crowd that he was armed, and tliat they could not take the Elders. 
to do them any injury without doing 80 over his dead’ body. However, on 
being ussnred by the mob that they would do them no bodily. harm he 
vie. ‘ded, as he would likely have been compelled to had he longer refused, 
and the Elders were taken. 

When the Elders’ were released after being tarred and feathered, a gentle- 
man cime to them and informed them of u further plot arranged by the mob 
against them, and kindly conducted them out of the way of danger. After 
walking twelve miles they reached the house of a friend, where ass! istance 
was rendered them, and they soon felt as well as ever, and not in the least 
daunted by the fiendish treatment they had been subjected to. 

That sort of argument will fail in the future just as it has done in the past. 
People will not be prevented by violence from believing in what they concelve 
to be right, nor will the Elders thus be prevented from preaching. In fact, 
the stronger the opposition, the faster the work will progress. The mote 
the mustard tree is kicked the farther the seed will scatter. The more out- 
rugeous tho treatment bestowed upon the Saints, the more the attention of 
thinking ; eople throughout the world is attracted to thein and the work they 
are enguged in, and the more their principles become known. Mobocra 
and other bitter opponents of the Latter-day Saints, little think when they 
are doing their utmost to destroy that work, that they are taking the most 
effectual meuns of propagating it; but such is really the case. The 
popular preachers of the day, of the Talmage stripe, who take occasion 80 
frequently to inveigh against the Saints, and denounce them as the most 
dangerous people living, little think that they are helping to make that people 
famous, but that is just what they are doing. The editors and politicians 
who every now and then raise an alarm about the Mormon. question,” and 
predict that unless the growth of the people be checked they will become the 
governing power in the nation, little think their utterances are prophetic, for 
they are only made for effect, but such they will really prove to be, und their 
own efforts will help to bring about that result. The Government of the 
United States, in devoting so much attention to the little handful of people 
called “ Mormons,” and resorting to such unconstitutional measures for 
their suppression, little imagine that the effect of such efforts will be to im- 
press the world with the fact that they are the most ary people living, 
but it is true nevertheless. 

The Latter-day Saints do not court * they do not pose as mar- 
tyrs ; but they are determined to be true to their convictions and to what 
God requires of them, whatever may be the consequences; and if their 
eneiies are determined to take such a course as shall bring them into prom- 
inence and make them famous, they are content to have it so. It must 
needs be that offenses come ; but wo to that man ee 
cometh.” 

It is not surprising to the Latter-day Saints that they are hated without 4 
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cause, or that men should “say oll manner of evil against them fulsely,” for 
they are led to expect from the predictions of the Savior, that such would be 
the ease. He told His disciples when this should come to pass, to “rejoice 
and bé exceeding glad, * * ‘for oo persecuted they the prophets which were 
before“ them. 

It need not be surprising uber that the preaching of the Gospel should 
cause trouble in families, by some members embracing it, while others are 
bitterly opposed. Whut did tte Savior say upon this point! 

‘Suppose ye that T am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; tate 
division: for from henoeforth there shall be five in one house divided, three against two, 
and two against three, ‘The father shall be divided against the son, and the son against 
the father ; the mother against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother ; the 
mother in law against her daughter in law, and the daughter in law against her mother 
in law” (Luke xii. 51-53). . 

The Gospel must be 3 in all the world for a ine before the 
end comes, for the Lord has decreed it. The Elders will continue to go forth, 
faithfully warning the people, appealing to their reason and their faith, and 
administering the ordinances of the Gospel to those who apply to them, and 
who are of a proper age to act for themselves, and if people reject their 
message and bring to bear the arguments of bigots against them, those who do 
so must take the consequences; it will be them and the Lord for it. 


MINUTES OF THE NEWCASTLE AND DURHAM CONFERENCE, 


HELD IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL, NILE STREET, SUNDERLAND, ON SUN DAV, 
SEPTEMBER 23, 1883. 
10 Aste opened with singing, and prayer ‘by Elder Richard H. Baty. 

Present on the stand from Utah: Apostle ohn Henry Smith, President of 
the European Mission; Charles Weutherston, President of, and Robert Maw, 
Richard’ H. Baty, James Briggs and Heber Ockey, Traveling Elders in the 
Newcastle Conference; also Elder Williain Garner from the Manchester 
Couference. 

Sncrament administered by Elders Robert Maw and James Briggs. 

The following Branches were next represented by their respective Presi- 
deuts: Newcastle-on-Tyne, South Shields, Sunderland, Spennymoor, Pelton, 
Hartlepool and Witton Park. These reports showed a fair amount of prog: 
ress, with the usual percentage of lukewarm members. 

The statistical report for the half year was read, showing the Conference 
to consist of 5 Seventies, 40 Elders, 14 Priests, 8 Teachers, 12 Deacons, 299 
members. Total of officers and members, 371. Baptized during the half 
year, 47; emigrated, 52; received from other Conferences, 5; removed, 53 
excommunicated, 1; died, 2. The financial report was next presented, and 
showed the Conference to be in a healthy condition. Both reports were 
unanimously approved by the Conference, and the Church authorities sus- 
tained by vote. After President J. H. Smith had offered a few words of 
exhortation the meeting adjourned, with benediction by Elder Wm. Garner. 

2 bm. —Mesting opened with singing, and prayer by Elder G. Smitk. 

Elder J. Briggs spoke of the plan of salvation revealed from heaven in this 
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dispensation for the benefit of the human family, He referred to the bap- 
‘tism of the Savior, which he said was to fulfill a pert of righteousness, and 
to set an example to the world, as evidenced in the fact that Christ gave a 
commission to His Apostles to go and preach this doctrine to all the world. 
He also spoke on the apostasy, showing how the Priesthood was taken from 
the earth, and the necessity of the Lord restoring it again. He then bore 
testimony that God had again raised up a Prophet in the person of Joseph 
Smith, and endowed him with authority to preach the Gospel, etc. 

Elder Heber Ockey alluded to the great number of religious systems in 
the world; so numerous were the sects, and so varied and inconsistent were 
the doctrines they taught, that he often wondered the world did not become 
more infidel than it is. He bore testimony to the truth of the latter-day 
work, and admonished tho Saints to be faithful in all things. 

Elder Richard H. Baty said he was a native of England, and was born a 
Latter-day Saint, his parents having joined the Church before he was born. 
He contrasted the religions of the present age with those extant in the age in 
‘which Christ appeared among men, showing how they preached for hire and 
divined for money, and how that Christ pronounced them all to be in error. 
He spoke of the persecutions got up by the high priests, ete., and compared 
their conduct with the conduct-of modern divines in persecuting the Latter- 
day Saints. He further spoke of the need of Apostles and Prophets in the 
present age, and bore testimony to the truth of the work in which he is 


engaged. | 

Elder Robert Maw said that he had been thirty years in Utah living among 
the people called Latter-day Saints, and he could bear testimony that they 
were a good and God-fearing people. He spoke of the signs of the times, 
referring to the teachings of the Savior to His Apostles in relation to this 
matter, and that they should bega token of His second coming. 

President Charles Weatherston said many present would doubtless think 
it strange that so many of the Elders should be called upon to address the 
meeting, but the reason was that those Elders were traveling through differ- 
ent parts of the Conference, preaching the Guspel, and this was the only 
opportunity they had of coming together and giving a report of their labors. 
He contrasted the conduct of the Elders with that of modern divines; those 
Elders, he said, who had been addressing them, went forth to preach the 
Gospel without: purse or scrip, having no certain dwelling place, and trusting 
to the promises of the Lord to bless them and the generosity of the people to 
shelter them, etc. He asked how many ministers of modern Christian 
churches would travel on the same principle. He would venture to say not 
one. But the Elders had faith in God and the Gospel of His Son Jesus 
Christ, trusting in His protecting care, and discharging their duties without 
fear. He spoke of the judgments coming upon the earth, bore testimony 
to the divinity of the Book of Mormon, and asserted that all true Latter- day 
Saints would press d in the good work begun, regardless of the sai 
secutions of men. 

Meeting adjourned with singing, and benediction by Elder John 8 

6 pm. — Meeting opened with singing, and prayer by Elder Geo. Lowther. 

Apostle John Henry Smith said he had nothing premeditated, to speak 
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upon. He was entirely in the hands of the Lord, and depended upon the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit. He then proceeded to speak on the principles. 
of the Gospel, showing the object of the creation of man, his fall and re- 
demption. He also spoke on the apostasy, and said if any of the so-called. 
Christian churches had the authority of the Priesthood, it must be the 
Church of Rome, which claimed apostolic descent; and if that was so, then 
all the Protestant churches were without authority, for the Romish church 
had cut them off from all the privileges, etc. He quoted from the history of 
the Reformation, reciting in detail many important events which took place: 
in the days of Luther and other great reformers, clearly demonstrating the 
fact that the Church of Rome was destitute of the Spirit of the meek and 
lowly Jesus, and consequently the authority of the Priesthood. He further 
spoke on the restoration of the Gospel through the Prophet Joseph Smith, 
and the Church set up by him, which he said was the only true Church upon 
the earth at the present time, and concluded with a testimony to the divine 
mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith. 

Elder William Garner expressed his pleasure at being present, and 
with the proceedings of the Conference. He exhorted all present to put into 
practice the wise counsels that had been given that day, and left his blessing 


with the people. 
Conference adjourned with singing. Benediction by President Charles. 


Weatherstun. 
R. A. Mrppeton, Clerk of Conference. 


A VISION. 
A 

Sister Mary Y. Corby, of Bittingboro, Falkingham, is an aged. but [very in- 
telligent lady who has recently embraced the Gospel Writing to Elder 
Wagstaff, of the Nottingham Conference, Sept. 24, 1883, she says: 

In glad to tell you that I continue well in health, with tha exceptien of bodily 
weakness, My weak limb, which was subject to sciatica and never free from pain, is 
gathering strength, and has never felt a pain since I was baptized. 

I had not an opportunity to tell you of the glorious visit I had from my Savior the 
week before I was baptized, excepting on the road te the station, and then I felt it was 
too sacred a subject to talk about on the public road. Besides, I was too elated with my 
day’s pleasure to turn all at once to such a subject. I felt the need of standing on ‘holy 
ground’ whenever I spoke of it. Although it is always uppermost in my mind, I like 
best to dwell upon it when I am closeted with my heavenly Father. In order that you 
may know it as nearly as possible as it ocourred, I thought I would write it down in all 
its details and send it to you. It has been the most solemn affair that has ever happened 
to me in all my life, and convinces me, without e doubt, that I have taken the right step, 
and that it was the Lord’s will that I should be “buried with Him by baptism ints 
death, and rise again to walk in newness of life.’ 

„On the 5th of September, while suffering from extreme bodily weakness, I had gone 
to lie down in order to rest, when my mind soon became very busy. I was expecting to 
be baptized on the Mth, and I lay thinking of the solemn responsibility I was about to take 
upon myself, and the probability of my having to encounter much seern and opposition. 
Feeling my utter weakness and inability to combat what I a 
meet with, I pat up a prayer to God for strength according to my day. 

Jesus, and I felt — 
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withhold His sympathy and helpin a time of trial. While these thoughts were passing 


through my mind, with my eyes closed, I saw a large black cloud, which seemed to come 
from over my right shoulder and slowly pass before me, and, like the disciples of oid, I 
“feared as I entered the cloud; but as it became more distinct, I saw tliat it was edged 
with a bright gold color, as I have sometimes seen at the setting of the sun, only much 
more beautiful. Ina few seconds it had disappeared, and as I ‘have sometimes seen a 
«cloud slowly pass over a full moon and leave it bright and clear, so the black cloud I saw, 
as it passed away, left behind it an indescribable, brilliant light, but so soft that I could 
look upon it without the slightest inconvenience, and there, in the midst of that glorious 
light, stood Jesus, my Savior, Notongue or pen can describe the glory of that scene. 
He seemed to stand upon a cloud of silvery whiteness, He was dressed in a long flowing 
‘garment, reaching to His feet. His hair was long, and resting in beautiful ringlets on 
‘His shoulders. His arms were straight down by His side; His hands spread open before 
me, so that I could distinctly see the print uf the nails in them. He did not seem to 
speak to me, but the following passage was presented to my mind in such a way as to 
convince me that it came from His sacred lips: Fear thon not; for I am with thee; be 
not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will 
uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.” I. became enraptured and ex- 
claimed, ‘ Blessed Jesus,’ and by that time the glory began to fade away, and the form 
of my Savior became less distinct, and I can best describe what followed in the words of 
St. Matthew, ‘ A bright cloud overshadowed Him,’ and He was hidden from my view, 
but it was some time before the bright light passed away. 

What I have written may not be so interesting to others as to aed but His lovely 
countenance and the loving smile He gave me I can never forget, and I feel that it is 
worth printing in letters of guid. It convinces me that the step I have since taken was 
well pleasing to Him.” 


THE MEXICAN MISSION. 


A UATE issue of the Deseret News contains some items of interest pertaining 


-to the spread of the Gospel in Mexico, gleaned from a private letter written 
by Elder Anthony W. Ivins. “It appears that about a dozen men living in 
the vicinity of Nopala, had got hold of some of the publications of the Church 
and become deeply interested in the principles’ they inculeate. They met 
together and consulted upon the subject, and finally wrote to Brother Ivins, 
whose headquarters are in the City of Mexico, informing him of their views 
-and stating that they were ready for baptism. In the meantime the action of 
these parties caused considerable.stir, and. on the complaint of persons who 
charged them with meeting together und forming a secret society with sinister 
designs against the common weal, several uf them were arrested. When they 
scontronted the magistrate, before whom they were taken, they produced the 
Articles of Faith and some other printed matter, explanatory of the doctrines 
the Chureh and stated that they had sot bined to investigate these 
2 and expected to stand by them, aud W were promptly dis- 
charged.“ 
In a more recent letter Elder Ivins, referring to this same party sorkers 
after truth, says: . 
A had come in to 
report about the arrests. He went back home feeling splendid. Last Friday he was 
here again with further news, which shows the determination of Satan to destroy them if 
possible. The lands upon which they live belong to a rich Spaniard; that Is, he claims 
‘them, and the Indians are required to pay o much for the grass eaten by each ox, horse, 
Cr o w, so much for each acrz of ground cultivated, the wood they burn, etc. 
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Last week they received a letter from this Spaniard’s attorney, stating that if there 
contributions were not paid immediately he would be at the villace with officers to levy 
upon their property. The amount due was 6125, not a large sum, but coming as it did 
unexpectedly, and before the maturity of this year's crops, it was a little difficult to raise 
it. Martinez arrived on Friday, and on Saturday we manage: to raise the mosey and 
pay the bill, thus depriving our enemies of the pleasure of a disturbance on that account. 

What the next artifice will be 1 do not know. The owner of the lands upon which 
they live is a fanatical Catholic, and I do not anticipate any favora from him. ‘There s 
one thing certain, they can go no further than the Lord sees fit to permit them. Martinez 
is to be here again on Friday next, and I expect to return with him on Saturday and 
spend Sunday with him. 

I was out at Ozumba yesterday and found everything quiet; had a good meeting w th 
the people there, or rather at a little neighboring village called Chimal. One of the 
brethren from the latter place has recently been down to the State of Pueblo, and reports 
a good opening there for the apread of the truth. He expects to go down again in a few 
days, and will take some tracts and a letter which I have written to the people there. I 
shall await with anxiety his return, when I hope to learn a favorable report from that 
direction. 

Some of the n&tive brethren at Ozumba are doing a good work, by quietly spreading 
the truth among their countrymen as they travel around among them. All things con- 
sidered, things are moving on quite as satisfactorily as could be hoped. To get a work 
established and in moving order is always the most difficult part of it, and so it has been 
with this mission. It has cost considerable time and money, but I believe the time is 
752 near when a bountiful harvest will be reaped from the seed which has been sown. 

m present appearances the coming year will see great changes for the better in the 
results of our labors, Our greatest necessity at present is more help. There is a great 
deal to do and few to accomplish it.” 


ye NEWS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


—0— 
Tux English papers of the on inst. contained the illowing among the foreign 
news: 

Salt Lake City, Sunday. 4 — Conference of Mormons has been held here to-day. 
Summoned by the president and marshalled by their bishops, the people have flocked in 
from all parts of the Territory of Utah. Two services were held in the Tabernacle, and both 
morning and afternoon the vast edifice was crowded, many being unable to get in. The 
avowed object of this gathering of the people is to consolidate and strengthen the power 
of the Church, and to this end various speakers devoted themselves in their addresses, 
It was announced that a number of missionaries had been selected to go abroad and 
‘Spread the Mormon gospel. In all fifty-seven men have been selected for this labor. 

go to Great Britain or to Scandinavia; seven to the Northern States of America; 
thirteen to the Southern States; eight to Germany and Switzerland; one to Canada ; 
two to Austria; and two to Turion Territory. It is noteworthy that whilst England, 
Scotland, and Wales have assigned to them a larger number of missionaries than any 
Wther country, Ireland is positively neglected: The names were submitted for the 
Approval of the people, who silently assented by holding up the right hand. According 
Mormon discipline this call is peremptory, and the missionaries must at their own 
, leave home and friends and go out in the world.” 
"The Liverpool Daily Post also contains the following editorial note on the 


"evangelists have to go upon their mission t ; Sheir own expense, and as some of them are 


ordered to Great Britain, Germaniy, Ne and even to India, this must involve no 
slight outlay. At a great Conféredcs held at Salt Lake City, on Sunday, fifty-seven men 
were selected as missionaries, and ref these fourtéen are to come to this country or to 
Scandinavia.” 
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